MORE REFORMS                          77

teenth centuries seems to have degenerated in the twen-
tieth into mere gymnastic cleverness, so the ancient art
of India, perhaps more highly scientific than our own,
more delicate and intricate if less sonorous and sublime,
had degenerated into imitative preciosity. An All-India
Music Conference was held in Baroda under the Maha-
raja's patronage in 1916, and though he was well aware
that one cannot change the spirit of an art by taking
counsel, and his own aims were far more modest, he
fully realized the part that music plays in national cul-
ture, and did what he could to foster and encourage it.
His own inclinations and tastes, however, run more in the
direction of architecture and painting, in that which
pleases the eye rather than the ear. In Europe he had
seen many things and among them museums, and accord-
ingly in 1894 the Baroda Museum was founded, and placed
for over a quarter of a century in the hands of the Pro-
fessor of Botany and Zoology at the College. But the
idea grew and expanded, and a special Curator was re-
quired. The collection includes specimens from India
and from Europe, and examples of local industries.
Doulton ware and porcelain from Limoges and Sevres,
delicate glass from Europe are to be found side by side
with exquisite saris of Indian make, with old arms, old
coins, old inscriptions, and old sculpture drawn from
various parts of India. And the whole is well housed
in a fine building in the Public Park.

IV

But if it was desirable to set the feet of the people upon the
path of modern progress, no less was it desirable to pre-
serve what is good in the ancient and indigenous institu-
tions of the country, for the Maharaja, anxious though he
is to profit by successful advances in British India, upon
which he has frankly modelled his administration, has